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[ EDITORIAL

Dr. N. P. Jain
(Executive President)

On the occasion of the 2603th Janm Kalyanak
of Bhagwan Mahavir, it is important for all of us to
remember that at this time of the crisis of human
spirit, Mahavir’s ever-abiding teachings assume
contemporary relevance for today and tomorrow
for the entire humanity transforming barriers of
caste, creed, colour, sex or region.

Mahavir first practiced and then preached.
Born in a royal family surrounded by limitless
trappings of luxuries, his life path was charted out
to rule and dominate. And yet he chose to
renounce of the Kingdom of power, desires and
ego to seek keys of the true kingdom of life — where
compassion and tolerance, renunciation and non-
possession, relativity of thinking and action, non-
attachment and non-violence became the tools to
shape inter-humanity dealings as well as the
approach of co-existence and co-prosperity with
the natural environment and other life forms.

Mahavir’s greatest contribution was to
articulate with much greater clarity, comprehension
and thrust an all comprehensive and wider ranging
definition of AHIMSA (non-violence). Behind this
enlarged and integrated vision of Ahimsa was the
spiritual urge to transform the concepts of Oneness
of all creation and ‘Live and Let Live” into life ethics.
Mahavir elucidated the principles of Jainism in their
most fundamental and encompassing
compassionate parameters.

He incessantly preached that Ahimsa needs to
be practiced in thought, action and expression.
Practicing non-violence needs courage or
conviction and resolute pursuit. It is by no means
easy. It may be relatively easier to curb physical
violence since it is far more difficult to control
violent and hurting expression and much more so
to eradicate from one’s mind violent instincts,
synthesizing practice of non-violence together in
thought, deed and speech is a challenging task
both for individuals as well as societies. Without
achieving this coordination, the search for the
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| am extremely impressed with the January-2004
issue of “Ahimsa World. Apart from the getup,
which is excellent as usual, “The Surat Declaration”
forming part of the issue is extremely significant in
that it lays down the dimensions of spirituality. In all
humility, one can only bow in admiration and
reverence to its messag—~viz. “In whatever field we
work, be it science, technology, medicine, politics,
policing, theology, religion or judiciary, we have to
remain in the service of the common man whose
well-being is central to all human knowledge and
endeavour.”

Irrespective of the faith to which one belongs,
there can be no difference of opinion on the views
expressed in the declaration that it is possible to
manage the complex forces such as the emerging
social problems like employment opportunity,
increase in crime, addiction etc. only when the
dimension of spirituality is added to the sum total of
human knowledge and efforts and then alone
humanity stands to benefit. The central message of
the Declaration viz. compassion and love has
universal validity across all frontiers be it
geographical, political, linguistic or religious and is
totally seamless. The World Jain Confederation has
done an extremely useful job in presenting this
Declaration to the President of India, a man
wedded to communal harmony, fraternity,
tolerance and love. Of course, one realizes that the
entire spiritual flood has its source in His Holiness
Acharya Mahapragya now universally recognized
as Mahatma Gandhi of 21st Century.

| join my fellow members of the World Jain
Confederation in saluting these noble sons of India
and | extend my warmest greetings to the organizers
of the World Jain Confederation for bringing yet
another excellent number of “Ahimsa World”. | am
sure that people of all faiths across the world would
be constantly inspired by the message the
Declaration provid.

Yours truly,

culture of non-violence would remain elusive. N.SUGALCHAND JAIN
April-June 2004 4
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NEWS OF INTEREST

NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL

1. SRI VIRCHAND R. GANDHI MEMORIAL

TRUST FOUNDED BY WJC & JAINA :

WIC and JAINA have jointly founded “Sri
Virchand Raghavji Gandhi Memorial Trust”. The
Trust is formed to suitably modify the current VRG's
birth home with modern amenities in Mahuva,
Gujarat and to have a permanent memorial in it
and to take necessary steps that the Samiti may feel
appropriate for raising awareness of his mission,
his memorial and pursue with the Government of
India the matter regarding issuing the
commemorative postal stamp in his honor. He was
responsible in closing down the slaughter house in
Sametshikhar, abolishing poll tax on Jain
pilgrims at Shatrunjaya and sending money and
shipload of grains to India from U.S.A. in the worst
famine of 1896-97, raising awareness in the West
of the importance of Jainism as an ancient vibrant
world religion, propagating the relevance of Jain
tenets Ahimsa, Anekant and Aparigrah and spread
Bhagwan Mahavir’s message across the world and
defending the Indian culture and Hindu religion
under the unjust criticism in the Parliament and later
on, in spite of lot of odds, by attending the first ever
Parliament of World Religions held at Chicago in
1893 and visiting England, France, Germany and
other places during 1895 and his subsequent two
visits to the West, Europe and U.S.A. He wanted to
continue these activities for a long time but
unfortunately death snatched him away at an early
age of 37. He sacrificed his brilliant legal career,
lived and died for the cause of Jainism and service
to humanity. For details: Contact Pravin C. Shah,
28 Dyckman Ave., New Hyde Park, N.Y. 11040;
Tel. 516-248-8265 or Email: kenpet
007 @hotmail. com” Indian friends can donate to
World Jain Confederation (WJC) World Jain
Confederation, Shah & Nahar Industrial Estate,
338/340 Al Wing, 3rd Floor Lower Parel (West),
Mumbai 400 013. Tel./Fax No. 91 22 5662 5823

or email: wjc@vsnl.net

2. 6" BIENNIALYJA CONVENTION :

This year’s convention will be held in Santa
Clara, California from July 1% to July 4". YJA
Convention 2004 will showcase over seventy
unique educational sessions to participants under
the banner Y Jain2 To See. To Know. To Realize. This

exciting theme focuses on teaching youth how to
apply the principles of Jainism in their daily lives.
Participants will learn the importance of Jain
principles, and the value of applying these concepts
in their lives. For more information, contact: Arpan
Shah, YJA co-chair 281-804-7964;
Arpan.shah@yja. org or Chirag Shah, YJA co-
chair262-573-5603; Chirag.shah@yja.org.

3.A 3 DAYS WORKSHOP ON

‘ADHYATMSAR' :

Shri Chintamani Parshvnath Jain
Shewtamber Mandir Haridwar is arranging a
‘Swadhyaya’a 3 days study programme on
Legendry ‘Upadhyay Yashovijayji’. The Late
Maharaj Saheb was a scholar in Sanskrit,
Prakrit, Guijrati languages and written many
book in which ‘Adhyatmsar’ is the most famous. The
949 Shlokas in Sanskrit describes the subjects likes
yoga, Meditation, equanimity etc. Dr. Jitendra B.
Shah of L. D. Institute of Indology Ahemadabad
will give series of lectures on ‘Adhyatmsara’. The
three day workshop starting  from 7" May 2004
will continue till 9" May 2004. To participate in this
workshop Pl. Contact Sh. Vinod Jain Ph. 01334-
260263,260073
Email : hardwarjaintemple@mlbd.com

4. PRATISTHA MAHOTSAV-TULSA JAIN
SANGH
Gurudev Shree Chitrabhanuji  will perform
Pratishta ceremony of 3 Teerthankar idols, Navkar
Mantra Shila, Padmavati Devi and Ghantakaran
Mahavir Gokhala weekend of May 29-31.
Narendra Shah and Narendra Nandu of India will
perform the vidhi. For more information, contact
Kanti Shah (918) 369 3163.
5. ACHARYA HEMCHANDRASURI AWARD
At the meeting of the Selection Committee to
select the recipient for the 9th Hemchandrasuri
Award, the name of Prof. Willem B Bollee of
Bamberg, Germany was unanimously selected. The
earlier recipients of the Award have been :
1. 1995 Prof. H. C. Bhayani 2. 1996 Prof. M. A.
Dhaky 3. 1997 Prof. V. M. Kulkarni 4. 1998 Prof. A.
M. Ghatege 5. 1999 Prof. S. R. Banerjee 6. 2000 Pi.
Laxman Bhai Bhojak 7. 2001 Prof. G. V. Tagare 8.
2002 Prof. Nagin J. Shah
The award will be presented to the awardee in the
middle of June 2004.

(Courtesy: lla Shah)

April-June 2004

5




ﬂ

Sharing the Dais. (L-R) L. M. Singhvi, His Holiness, Yuvacharya Mahashraman and Acharyashree Mahapragyaji ,
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K. C. Sudarshan, Dr. Vedpratap Vaidik, Chetanya Kasyap, Shri Pannalal Surana, Dr. C. D. Shah, Dr. N. P. Jain & Paras Golecha.

Ratlam Non-Violence Declaration Proclaimed

= Mahatma award to “Acharya Mahapragyaji”

= Creation of Ahimsha Gram Concept

Ratlam (M. P India). April, 25, World Jain Confederation, along with five other leading Jain Institutions,
proclaimed 'Ratlam Nonviolence Declaration'. On this occasion, Acharya Mahapragyaii, was honored with
‘Mahatma' award for his contribution to spread the message of Ahimsa by his 5 year long "Ahimsa Yatra" a
journey for the cause of nonviolence and peaceful co-existance. Shri Chetanya Kumar Kashyap declared the
plan for establishing “Ahimsa Gram” (Village wholly dedicated to non-violence) as the part of the execution
of Ratlam Nonviolence Declaration. The function was followed by a mass 'langar'- (extensive meal) where in
50,000 people participated from 120 different cast, creead & faiths in Ratlam.

AHIMSA IS NOT ONLY PREACHING BUT
IS A PRACTICAL WAY OF LIFE
Shri Acharya Mahapragyaiji
Delivering his blessings, Acharya
Mahapragyaii said “Ahimsa Yatra is meant
to identify and eradicate the root causes of
violence. It aims to focus on the type of avoidable
violence which, if avoided, can lead to peaceful co-
existence. It aims at curbing the desire of amassing
wealth. This will result in mutual trust and co-
operation”. He further said that the 'Ratlam Spiritual
Declaration' is the result of furthering the objects of
the 'Surat Spiritual Declaration' (proclaimed in
2003). He emphasized the need for practical ways for
non-violence rather than limiting this journey to
preaching and discussion. He lauded the idea of
Chetanya Kashyap of launching the ‘Ahimsa gram’,
which will cultivate non-violent life style and also
improve the standard of life of the poor people by
providing them with honest means of livelihood.

: THE PATHFINDER OF THE PRACTICES «

“RATLAM AHIMSA GHOSANA PATRA” IS (™

OF AHIMSA : Shri K.C. Sudarshan »

The Chief Guest, Shri K. C. Sudarshan said ¥
that Ahimsa is a natural Religion. Religion
means co-ordination, which Acharya has established in
society and this Yatra is a successful experiment in this
direction. He added that opposing miscreants can not
be treated as violence. We should not accelerate
violence by accepting the unreligious thoughts, full of
inactiveness and fear. The society must have the
confidence and power to oppose the violence with
practicing the nonviolence philosophy.

The Ratlam Spiritual Declaration' will give the
correct direction to the practical ways for non-violent
life-style. Described the Ahimsa Gram Yojana
pronounced by Sri Kasyap as a great and active step
towards the experiments of Ahimsa, he added that
with this thought a true democracy can be created and
we can change the face of the country.

The formal function was arranged in the ougusf presence of Acharya Mahapragyaji; Yuvacharya

Mahashramaniji and Sadhvi Pramukha Kanakpra

haji. The noted jurist Dr. L. M. Singhvi presided over the

function where the Chief of R.S.S., Shri K. C. Sudarshan was the Chief guest and senior journalist

Dr. Vedpratap Vaidik was the guest of honour.

April-June 2004
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AHIMSA IS THE CONSTITUTION OF
THE PATIENCE OF "ANEKANTA” AND SESSa8
HUMANITY : Dr. LM Singhavi al e
In his presidential address, Dr. L. M.
Singhavi said that 'Ahimsa' is the most
Eosiﬁve attitude. There can not be any positive word
efter then Ahimsa. Acharya Mahapragyaiji has
added glaze to the Vision of Life by worshiping
Ahimsa. It means love and tolerance. He added that
Ahimsa is not a sect but it is the wind of security, self
protection, fearlessness, forgiveness and fraternity.
He added that by immediate implementing the
Ratlam Ahimsa Ghoshana Patra in form of Ahimsa
Gram, Ratlam may emerge as the destination of
Ahimsa one day.

THE SPIRIT OF 'RATLAM SPIRITUAL
DECLARATION' SHOULD REACH THE
NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES
Dr. Vedpratap Vaidik

The guest of honour, eminent thinker Dr.
Vedpratap Vaidik described the spirit of
‘Ratlam Spiritual Declaration'. He quoted that the
declaration issued by Karl Marks in 1848 got the
positive shape from Lenin after 70 years in 1917 but
Ratlam Ahimsa Declearationl got shape in just 7
Minutes in the form of Ahimsa Gram pronounced in
the function itself. He lauded Mr. Kasyap as a man of
determination. He also suggested that the Ahimsa
Yatra should also go to the neighboring countries.

-

ACTION ON PRONOUNCEMENT IS A MATTER
OF SATISFACTION : Yuvacharya Mahashramanii

Speaking on the occasion Yuvacharya
Mahashramaniji said “it should be noticed that
number of declarations put on to action is very less in
comparison with the number of declarations
pronounced. It is a matter of satisfaction that by this

step the real picture of Ratlam Ahimsa declaration is
engraved.

NONVIOLENCE SOCIETY IS THE NEED OF THE
HOUR : Sadhvi Pramukha Kanakprabhaiji

Sadhvi Pramukha Kanakprabhaiji While blessing
described the Ahimsha Yatra as the process of
investigation and treatment of the disease Which is
very much required in today's time.

The chief architect and the editor of the Ratlam

: Spiritual Declaration, Shri Chetanya Kasyap read out

the gist of the Ratlam Spiritual Declaration.

AHIMSA YATRA BECOME “MANAY UDAY YATRA”
: Shri Pannalal Surana

Delivering the welcome speech Shri Pannalal
Surana, national president of Bharat Jain Maha
Mandal said that the Ahimsa Yatra has done
unprecedented job of reinstating Ahimsa philosophy
into the day to day life of people. The people's faith in
Ahimsa has increased due to this yatra. Thus this can
be described as the Manav Uday Yatra.

“RATLAM AHIMSA DECLARATION” A HISTORICAL STEP TAKEN BY NATIONAL AND

3 g i
Declaration presented by (L-R) L. M. Singhvi, Dr. C.

EDITORIAL BOARD
Dr. Ved Pratap Vaidik
(Eminent Thinker)

Dr. Sudhamahi Raghunathan

(Vice Chancellor, Jain Viswa Bharati)

D. Shah, Yuwacharya Ma.hasramji,
Acharya Mahapragyaji, K. C. Sudarshanji, Chetanya Kasyap, Pannalal Surana & Paras Golecha

Dr. N P Jain

(Former Ambassador & laureate)

Shri Chetanya Kumar Kasyap

Conceptualizer And Editor

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS DEDICATED TO PEACE & NONVIOLENCE

LL>x World Jain Confederation
International Apex body of Jains

Bharat Jain Mahamandal
The representative body of Jains

Jain Social Group Federation
Jain Fraternity and Service Org.

Mahaveer International
International Service Organisation

¥

Anuvrat Vishwa Bharati
Global organisation of Anuvrat Movement

Chetanya Kasyap Foundation
Religius Harmony & Human Service Org.
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AHIMSA YATRA IS AMESSENGER : Dr. C.D. Shah

International President of JSGIF Dr. C. D. Shah,
said that Acharyasri has created a movement by
adding Ahimsa, the philosophy of Lord Mahaveera to
the communal harmony. People in general could
understand the power of peace and co-ordination.

AHIMSA YATRA HAS GIVEN NEW MESSAGE TO
THEWORLD : Dr. N P Jain

The Executive President of World Jain
Confederation Dr. N. P Jain while delivering the
speech termed Ahimsa Yatra as the fresh message to
the world which is adding communal harmony and
patience to the lifestyle. He described the
proclamation of Ratlam Ahimsa Declaration as an
important juncture in 5 Year Long Ahimsa Yatra. He
also wished Chetanya Kasyap Foundation for its effort
in executing the base line of the declaration.

ACHARYA MAHAPRAGYA HAS SHOWN THE
REAL MEANING OF LIFE : Dr. Srimali

The national convenor of Anuvrat Vishva Bharati
Dr. Hiralal Shrimali said that Acharyaii is not @ mere

o R ] a p
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'MAHATMA' ALANKARAN
The occasion glittered with life when the path finder
of SURAJ form SWARAJ, the Becone of Humanity His
Holiness Yug Pradhan Acharya Mahapragyaii has

been felicitated by 'Mahatma' Alankaran for his

never ending contribution towards Human

Integration, Communal Harmony, Integration of
Science With Spirituality and Cultured Personality

Development.
/

philosopher. He has given true meaning to the World
Ahimsa by research and experiments.

AHIMSA DECLARATION
APPROACH : Paras Golecha

Delivering the Vote of Thanks the Secretary
General of Mahavir International, Shri Paras Glechha
described the proclamation of Ratlam Ahimsa
Declaration by top national and international
organizations as a farsighted step. He also thanked
the various organizations of Ratlam for their
contribution in organizing the function.

On the occasion Shri Mangilal Bhadari President
of Shri Mahaprgya Malwa Pravas Vyavastha Samiti,
Shri P L Surana and MLA of Neemach Shri Dilip
Parihar felicited Dr. L M Singhavi. Shri Dhulji
Chaudhari MLA Ratlam Rural, Shri Pukhraj Bhandari
President of Shri Mahapragya Malwa Pravas
Vyavastha Samitt Ratlam and the sector in charge
Shri Anokhilal Dok have felicitated Dr. Ved Pratap
Vedik with shawl and literature. The function was

compared by eminent artist Shri Abdul Salam
Khokhar .

IS A FARSIGHTED

Show of Communal Harmony
in LANGAR

In the light of the Surat Ghosanapatra
issued in the presence of Dr. Abdul Kalam
the President of India the Langar for
communal fraternity was organized on the
occasion wherein nearly 50,000 people
from 120 different religion and faiths
participated and demonstrated the show of
¥ “Ek Pangat Ek Sangat” as the true voice of
Indian Cultural Heritage.
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| Ahimsa Gram A Fresh Thought Of Cultured And

,; Economically Sound World

‘ Shri Chetanya Kasyap has conceptualized and edited the Ratlam Ahimsa
§ Declaration’. Before 50,000 people from 120 different faiths in the

k Ratlam city for about 100 families with the cost of around rupees 50 Lakhs.
His Mother Smt. Tejkunwarbai announced that she will spend 2 days in
8 every month to this village. While announcing Mr. Kasyap told that he got
8 the tedching of how fo Use 'Laxmi' (money) in true perspective from his
B grand father Shri Kanhayalalji Kasyap Grand mother Smt. Jhamakubai
Kasyap and Rastrasant Jayantsen Suriswarji maharaj and that under the
I auspicious guidance of Acharya Mahapragya, he got the path of execution. 4

AHIMSA GRAM

Preface : To execute the baseline of Ratlam Ahimsa declaration the need was to promote such projects which
can provide the needy and economically weaker section a whole new concept of development coupled with
the philosophy of nonviolence, generousness, sympathy, emotions and self-reliance. This will certainly reduce
the sense of crime and violence in needy and economically week section of the society. This is the responsibility
of the government and the rich people of the society. Ahimsa Gram project is a step towards achieving the
above goal.

The Concept : Establish a complex for the people below poverty line from different casts, creeds and faiths.
These people will be provided the residential facilities with clean environment and much needed facilities and
also with the training facilities of Ahimsa, Vyasanmukti, self employment etc.

The Program :

1) Home : Room of 10'x 15' with Kitchen Bathroom with toilet and balcony of around 5'

2) Common Facilities : Chargeable Water, Electricity connection and disposal facilities.

3) Nonviolence Training center : Where everyday around 150 people will get the training of nonviolence
oriented lifestyle with the help of yoga, meditation etc.

4) Job oriented Training : Here the resident will receive the training of different kind of jobs so that they
specifically ladies will get the job and can opt for new opportunities.

-~ Rules

4 1. Every family will get the facility for one Year thereafter

. . for 3 years after proper revaluation and for 10 Years

after that. The family will get it for lifetime after 10
years if found fit.

2. The Training will be compulsory for the residents.

3. It will be compulsory to purchase the goods of basic
needs made in Employment Training Center.

4. Each family will compulsorily work at least to the tune
of Rs. Two Hundred per month on described pay scale
so that the administration of the complex can run
without any hassle.

N I EmEosAisestvalsialNdierentNaiths Sl b= g eleE s

5 Chetanvs Kasyap aftex unyelliag It together for experience the Communal Harmony.
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DR. KUMARPAL DESAI FELICITATED
FOR AWARD “PADMASHREE”
Rouse yourself do not idle be
Law of virtue do you follow
In bliss the virtuous rests
In this world in the other
These are the words of His

Holiness The Dalai
really devoted to
to be successful in
Desai is a living
words because the
he has started in the
has fetch him many
and not to say the

started writing from |
more than 100
He and his
and dedication in
volumes of

A memento is being presented to Dr. Kumarpal Desai
(Left to Right Sarvarshree Pratap Bhogilal, Mr. & Mrs. Dr. Kumarpal Desai
Deepchand Gardi and Mafatlal Mehta

Lama. One who is
work hard is bound
life. Dr. Kumarpal
example of above
non-stop [ourney
world of literature
prestigious awards
“Padmashree”. He
1965 and has
books to his credit.
colleagues work
publishing 18
Gi'u @ rakie

Vishwakosh is indeed monumental and this too in a period of around five years.

Dr. Kumarpal Desai started his career as a professor of Gujrati and at present he is a Director of the
University School of languages and also the Dean of the faculty of Arts of Gujrat University where he has
been instrumental in setting up new courses. He is a Ph.D. Guide in the subject Gujrati Literature,
Journalism and Jain Philosophy in Gujrat University, Gujrat Vidyapith and Ladnu University, Rajasthan.

Dr. Kumarpal Desai is a knowledgeable scholar of Jainism. His lectures on the subjects and books
are well received both in India and abroad. He has edited and still working on first ever encyclopedia of
Jain philosophy in Gujrati of which 18 of the 20 volumes are already published. He has pocketed
“Deeptimal Adishvarlal Award, Diwaliben Mohanlal Mehta Charitable Trust Award, Jain Ratna and Jain
Gaurav” awards for his incomparable contribution of the Jain philosophical literature to the society. He
is also a very good sport journalist. All his highly acclaimed activities in the field of education, literature,

sports etc. have rewarded back as “Padmashree”.

Besides his educational and literature activities
Dr. Kumarpal Desai is a popular sports
commentator on AIR and Television. While
speaking in the function held by World Jain
Confederation to felicitate Dr. Kumarpal Desai in
Hotel Samrat, Dr. Ramanbhai Shah said that if this
function permits him he would be in Pakistan to see
the match. He is here physically but his mind is in
Peshawar.

‘; Jinll J’JI GDJJEEJE i)]
WEL COMES YOU

1 ‘J (
Words of praise in respect of Dr. Kumarpal Desai
from Ex.M.P. Anoopchand Shah
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D JAIH CORFEDERATICY

WEL CoMEs you

e

lde 4.

: Dr. Ramanbhai Shah sharing some memories of

i : i i i li
friendship of Dr. Kumarpal Desai with audiance AR dl expressing his feclings

The 18 other institutions like Jain Jagruti Centre Central Board and their sister concerns, Jain social
Groups, Jain Swetamber Conference, Shree Zalawad Jain Swetamber Murtipujak Foundation, All India
Swetamber Sthankwasi Jain Conference, Shree Kutchi Jain Gurjar Samaj, Shree Mumbai Jain Yuvak
Sangh, Mahavir International, Music Circle joined hands to felicitate Dr. Kumarpal Desai. Shri Pratap
Bhogilal, Chairman Board of Trustees and the
Secretary General, Shri o @ Jitendra Kothari of World
Jain Confederation welcomed and gave the
introduction of WIC respectively and spoke
about Kumarpalbhai’s various activities in
literature, spread of & Mahavir's message of
Ahimsa in Indiac and % various countries abroad
and in journalism in various fields including

cricket. The function was < well attended by more

Shri Pranlal Sheth with Sureshbhai Shah, Jitendra Kothari, .
than 150 people who Dinesh Shah, Pratap Bhogilal, & Dr Kumarpal Desai stood curiousl )/ for

almost 4 hours because of the scarcity of the
place, in spite of the most historical match between
India and Pakistan on that particular day. This event

when Jains are rewarded
person but it brings
community.

spoke eloquently in
Kumarpalbhai while
Kiu mia r palibhict
warm welcome said that,
my parents that what | am

clearly demonstrate that
it is not a reward of one §
proud and joy to whole |

The various speakers
respect of Dr.
expressing his feelings Dr.
overwhelmed with such a
it is only the blessings of

today. Giving his views on being awarded
Pad h D D i The August Audiance. .

admashree Dr. Desai said that | was really
surprised when given this news because | had never

asked any favours on the contrary | have always written the things which will not please the Government.
Though the award like ‘Padmashree’ is something which very few people have been able to achieve but it
has not brought any change in humble and modest personality of Dr. Kuma rpal Desai.

(Report by lla Shah)
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- Dr. Kumarpal Desai
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The Legacy Of Ahimsa :

- Dr. Meenal Katarnikar

in the 12: exam, gold medal

Mumbai, K.J. Somaiya Bharatiya Sanskriti

i Dr. Meenal Katarnikar is M.A.Ph.D. in Philosophy. She has a bright academic career including merit ronD
at both BA. and M.A. degrees. She has done her Ph.D. in the field of
comparative epistemology and her post-doctoral is in the area of Jaina epistemology. She has presented
various research papers in the national and international conferences,
are published in the renowned journals. She is a visiting faculty at the Dept. of Philosophy, University of
no Peetham, and K.R. Cama Oriental Research Institute. At present,
Qhe is in charge of the Jainology Center, Dept. of Philosophy, University of Mumbai. J

seminars and workshops. Her articles

About two and half milleniums ago, Lord
Mahavira whole-heartedly advocated the doctrine
of Non-violence and the practice of that doctrine
has become the essential need of today’s time. It
would be illuminating to find out what constitutes
the universal appeal of this doctrine as preached by
Lord Mahavira.

Jhe uniqueness of Jaina doctrine of Ahimsa
consists in its unconditional acceptance; No doubt,
all religions preach the principle of non-violence
and no religion would justify violence for the sake of
violence. But the Jainism accept Ahimsa as a way of
life without any condition, any reservation. All the
texts of Jainism declare the vow of Ahimsa to be the
prime vow and all other vows as supplementary to
and strengthening it. Rather, the vows of Satya,
Asteya, Brahmacarya and Aparigraha are
interpreted in the language of Ahimsa. And
Ahimsa, in its turn, is defined as not hurting any
conscious being out of passion or negligence.

Here, it may be argued that even other religions
disprove hurting any conscious being and there is
nothing very unique about Jainism. But the
uniqueness of Jainism- lies in its concept of
‘conscious being’. Ordinarily, human beings,
animals, and at the most plant life are included in
the concept of ‘conscious beings’. According to
Jainism, even the elements such as earth, water, fire
and air are also included in the conscious world.
Consequently, not hurting any of these conscious
lives out of passion or negligence becomes the way
of life according to Jainism. And the attitude of the
Jainas is uncompromising about this principle.

Thus, the scope of the Jaina doctrine of non-
violence has expanded to its widest possible range
with the scope of conscious universe. No doubt this

doctrine gives rise to a host of practical problems
and sometimes makes the life impossible and guilty
too. Practising non-violence as a course of life
creates a feeling in mind that our life is dependent
upon killing other lives; through our ordinary bodily
movements and even through breathing, we are the
killers of a large number of small creatures. This
way of life expects the practice of bodily, mental and
speech-activities to be non-violent and that is not
possible. We cannot live without killing other
creatures.

This situation occurs mostly because in the
actual practice of religion, overt behavioral rules
are more emphasized than the psychological state
of a person. That is, non-violent behavior of-a
person is regarded as praiseworthy by the religious
authorities even though the actual teachings of
Mahavira have given importance to Ahimsa as a
mental attitude. And that is the real expectation of

the modern times from Jainism.
It seems that the propounders of Jainism were

aware of such situations and that is how they
developed the doctrine of Ahimsa at the thought —
level in the form of Anekantavada. Anekantavada
is a theory, which advocates the multiplicity of the
nature of reality and brings out the relativity in the
descriptions of this multi-faceted reality. In simple
words, it is a theory which spreads the messages of

“Respect for opposite views and faiths.”
At the doctrinal level, Ahimsa and Anekanta are

the two pillars on which the edifice of Jaina Religion
flourishes. These two principles are meant, not only
for the born ‘Jainas’ but also for the mankind as
such. Actual implementation of these two principles
will really bring the aftitudinal change in the person
and will give a wider dimension to the Jaina faith.
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Any religion that 1s not based on
respect for life is not a true religion
iishe extends his circle of
compassion to all living things, man
will not himself find peace.

- Albert Schweitzer

WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS FROM

ATUuL LTD

Atul 396020, Gujarat, India

&

A MEMBER OF LALBHAI GROUP

While we create wealth for the society,
we also preserve the environment




	Ahimsa World Volume 1 No 3_Page_01.tiff
	Ahimsa World Volume 1 No 3_Page_02.tiff
	Ahimsa World Volume 1 No 3_Page_03.tiff
	Ahimsa World Volume 1 No 3_Page_04.tiff
	Ahimsa World Volume 1 No 3_Page_05.tiff
	Ahimsa World Volume 1 No 3_Page_06.tiff
	Ahimsa World Volume 1 No 3_Page_07.tiff
	Ahimsa World Volume 1 No 3_Page_08.tiff
	Ahimsa World Volume 1 No 3_Page_09.tiff
	Ahimsa World Volume 1 No 3_Page_10.tiff
	Ahimsa World Volume 1 No 3_Page_11.tiff
	Ahimsa World Volume 1 No 3_Page_12.tiff
	Ahimsa World Volume 1 No 3_Page_13.tiff
	Ahimsa World Volume 1 No 3_Page_14.tiff
	Ahimsa World Volume 1 No 3_Page_15.tiff
	Ahimsa World Volume 1 No 3_Page_16.tiff

